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HONORS HUMAN ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY

MR. MAZZA

This is a course for students interested in any health care field, scientific research or biology in general. Learning experiences are designed to explore the anatomy (structure) and physiology (function) of each of the systems in the human body, as well as topics such as nutrition and exercise as they relate to physiology. The laboratory component of this course includes a significant amount of animal dissection in order to model the anatomy of the human body. Students opposed to dissection should strongly consider whether or not this is an appropriate course selection. The science faculty considers dissection to be an important learning experience and skill that is required for this elective course. 

Shrewsbury High School Mission Statement

“The Shrewsbury High School community provides challenging, diverse learning opportunities; promotes creativity and independent thinking; and empowers students to become capable, caring, active contributors to the world in which they live.”

Expectations for Student Learning

Students enrolled in science courses at Shrewsbury High School will:

· Apply critical thinking and creative literacy skills to formulate and express opinions in a variety of ways.

· Demonstrate mathematical and scientific literacy while using problem solving and reasoning skills

Scientific Literacy:        -  Acquire relevant background knowledge.



     -  Demonstrate comprehension of scientific principles.



     -  Organize, evaluate and analyze evidence, data, patterns, logical 

        arguments, uncertainties, alternative explanations and designs to 

        make sense of the natural and technologically designed worlds.

· Exhibit effective speaking, writing and reading skills.

· Demonstrate a variety of technological skills.

· Participate in collaborative and cooperative learning.

· Demonstrate self-discipline and personal responsibility for learning.

· Show respect for individual abilities and diverse cultures,

· Exhibit a commitment to community involvement.
Classroom Rules
1) HAVE RESPECT for everyone around you.  Treat others as you would like to be treated. This includes your classmates as well as the teacher.  This also includes putting your trash into the trash bins (not the desk), not defacing school property (i.e. writing on the desks), and cleaning up after every lab or activity that you do.

2)  Academic dishonesty and/or plagiarism will not be tolerated. Students are expected to submit their own, individual work for a grade.  Students are not permitted to complete assignments as part of a group unless specifically noted by the teacher. The consequences for academic dishonesty are outlined in the student handbook.

3) Come to class on time and ready to work.  Do not wait for the bell to ring before entering the room.  If you do, you will be marked late (4 tardies = 1 absence).  If you are late, make sure you have a pass from wherever you are coming from.   (see student handbook for more details).  Excessive tardiness will result in a PM.  Bathroom visits at the beginning of the period will not be allowed – go before or after the bell.  Emergency visits, obviously, will be granted when necessary.  

CLASS WEBSITE:  www.jmazzabiology.com
Students can also get access to the homework, online quizzes, review sheets, notes, online articles, important documents, and links to sites with videos, animations and tutorials to make studying and doing research more effective.  On line assignments and quizzes will be given throughout the year.
General Procedures and Grading

ABSENCES and MAKE-UPS:

· you are responsible for getting the materials that you missed when you are absent.  Check the website, send me an email, phone a classmate or call my voice mail.  If you know you are going to be absent, let me know a week in advance (if possible) and I will get the assignments you need to stay caught up. 

· When you need to make up a test, lab, or other assignment, see me to make arrangements and set a makeup time.  All make-ups will be Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays after school (for labs, quizzes, and tests), or at another time agreed upon by you and me.


EXTRA HELP:

· If you are struggling or are having trouble keeping up, or simply want to review, let me know ahead of time and I will let you know when I am available (see class website for details)
· Even if you do not need help, my door is always open for advice or just to have a quiet place to do homework 
HOMEWORK:

· Make sure you have it done by the due date.  Late homework will NOT be accepted.
GRADING:

· Your grade for this class will be based on accumulated points in the following areas:  tests, quizzes, homework, lab reports, projects/presentations, and class participation/performance. 

· Grades will be weighted in the following manner:  

Tests/projects/major lab reports

              80 - 100 points

Quizzes/labs/activities 



10 – 60 points

Homework



  
10 points

· At the end of the semester (two quarters) the semester grade will be based on the two-quarter grades (totaling 80%) and the midyear exam (20%).
LABS and DISSECTIONS

· *Dissections are an integral part of learning physiology. Since this is an elective class, you are entering with the knowledge that you will perform dissections throughout the year, ending with a fetal pig dissection in May.  Participation in dissection is essential.  You can help your group in a number of ways during the dissection even if you do not do any of the dissecting with your own hands.  Being absent for a dissection will result in a zero unless that dissection is made up after school.  

· Prior to working in the laboratory, students and parents will sign a detailed laboratory contract explaining the safety procedures.  All students are expected to comply with safety rules during all classroom and lab exercises.  Violation of the safety contract that results in unsafe behavior may result in being removed from the laboratory for the lab, detention, receiving a failing grade for the lab, removal from the lab portion of the course and/or dismissal from the course

TESTS AND QUIZZES

· Tests and quizzes will be given periodically throughout the year.  There will usually be a test/quiz for every chapter/system covered (some will be combined).  Each test will be announced a few days ahead of time.  Review sheets will be given out before each test and will be available online that highlight the major concepts that will be stressed on the examination.
· Homework quizzes will be given periodically throughout each quarter.  Homework quizzes are based on the homework from the previous night or they may be based on your notes from the previous day in class.   These quizzes will be at any time during any given class and may or may not be announced ahead of time.
PREPARATION FOR CLASS

· Make sure that you bring the following items to class EVERY DAY: pen or pencil, notebook with extra lined paper, and textbook

· The textbook must be covered and brought to class when needed.  Passes will not be given to get books and other materials from lockers once the class has begun.  The textbook for this course is a college level book.  If it is lost or damaged beyond repair, a fee of $105 must be paid.  Students may also choose to purchase the book at the end of the year if they feel it would be a good resource for their college program of study. 

· Please turn cell phones off and put iPods and similar devices away.  It is the policy of Shrewsbury High School that cell phones should be off during school hours.  Failure to observe this policy (i.e., if your phone rings during class) may result in your phone being confiscated and forwarded to your class administrator.  The use of  iPods or headphones is also not allowed in the classroom
Parents:  Feel free to contact me whenever you wish by e-mail or by phone (both printed at the top of each page of this document), or stop by the school (room A-111).  I look forward to a successful year for your son/daughter and look forward to meeting all of you at Parents Night 

CUT HERE and return bottom portion to the teacher

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

_________________________________

Student Name (please print)

_________________________________    

student signature

_________________________________       

parent/guardian signature

      

_____________

Date
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